St. Francis of Assisi Parish Sacramento
with the St. Francis Pathways for Justice Committee

Iftar Dinner at Salam Center Mosque, May 19

During the Fifth Crusade, in the year 1219, St. Francis of Assisi travelled to Egypt where he met with Sultan Malik-al-Kamil
seeking peace with the Muslim people. In April of 2017 Pope Francis also visited Egypt, urging Christians and Muslims to
walk together not as enemies but as “fellow travelers.”
In the spirit of unity demonstrated by both Pope and St. Francis, join us again in this event and help create a greater
awareness and understanding among our parishioners and our Muslim brothers and sisters. Become a fellow traveler and
participate in this interfaith evening as we host an Iftar dinner on May 19 at the
Salam Center Mosque in Sacramento:

• When you join us for dinner at $15 per person, please consider also contributing for dinner for one or more of
our Muslim guests at $15 each • Help serve the meal • Act as a table host
• Make an additional monetary contribution to help defray the costs of the dinner

What is Iftar? Each year our Muslim brothers and sisters celebrate the holy month of Ramadan, which
takes place from May 5th to June 4th this year. This is an important time for Muslims, who observe a fast from
food and beverages from dawn to sunset each day. After sunset, they break their fast with a dinner.
Mosque and
Community
Center

SALAM Mosque & Community Center, 4545 College Oak Dr., Sacramento, CA
· Those volunteering to help, please arrive at 7:15pm.
· The breaking of the fast begins at sunset, so those coming for dinner (only) should arrive by 8:00pm

Iftar Dinner at Salam Center Mosque | May 19, 2019
Or register online at bit.ly/Iftar-2019-Reg

At $15 per person, I will attend, and I will bring _____ (enter 0 for none) guests
I would also like to contribute the dinner cost for _______ of our Muslim guests at $15 each

I am also be available as a volunteer server or host
I cannot attend, but would like to donate _________ to defray the costs
Name __________________________________________________
Email address: ______________________ Phone Number: ___________
Please RSVP with payment by May 14. See a Pathways for Justice member after each mass, drop this in the collection basket, mail to
IFTAR DINNER, St. Francis Parish, 1066 26th Street, Sacramento, CA 95816.
Once you turn in the form you may make a credit card payment at http://bit.ly/IFTAR2019
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FROM THE Letter of the General Minister of the Order of Friars
Minor on the 800th Anniversary of the Encounter between
St. Francis and Sultan al-Malik al-Kāmil
“May the Lord give you all His peace!
Eight hundred years ago St. Francis set sail for Egypt, finally
fulfilling a long-held dream of reaching out to Muslims.
He arrived at the camp of the crusading army, among Latin
Christians who through years of preaching and the rhetoric
of holy war had been taught to scorn Muslims. Those same
Muslims had every reason to scorn Francis, assuming that
he, like most in the crusader camp, was an enemy and not a
bearer of peace. (In 2019) we celebrate what no one at that
moment could have foreseen: that a Spirit-filled man with
nothing of his own crossed the battle lines unarmed to request
a meeting with the Sultan, was received with grace by that
Sultan, enjoyed an extended period of hospitality with the
Muslim leader, and emerged from the visit to reflect anew on
the mission of the Friars Minor.
... I encourage followers of Francis who lack much personal
exposure to Islam to recall the experience of our founder by
taking a simple and concrete step: meet a Muslim. Get to know
him or her, beyond the pleasantries of a cup of tea and social

nicety. Try to learn and appreciate what experience of God
animates him or her and allow your Muslim friend to see the
love God has poured into your heart through Christ. Despite
the Second Vatican Council’s insistence that Muslims, with us,
“adore the one and merciful God” (Lumen Gentium16), many
voices somehow sadly insist that dialogue between Christians
and Muslims is impossible. Many contemporaries of St. Francis
and the Sultan agreed, seeing conflict and confrontation as the
only response to the challenge of the other.”
Peace and all good,
Br. Michael A. Perry, OFM
Minister General and Servant
Read the entire letter from the OFM General Minister at
http://bit.ly/OFM-800years
For more information about the IFTAR DINNER, contact
Richard Hernandez at richardH@stfrancisparish.com.
Iftar Dinner online registration at http://bit.ly/Iftar-2019-Reg

