
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Vigil  5:15pm
Sunday  7:30am, 9:30am, Noon

WEEKDAY MASSES 
(in St. Clare Chapel)

12:10 pm

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays  4:00-5:00pm
or by appointment

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
August 30, 2009  • 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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CHURCH HOURS
M-Th  9:00am-3:00pm 
Fri    9:00am-1:30pm

O
n the fi rst day of school, I was visiting 
with a few of our students on the play-
ground. A young child introduced herself 
to me, told me how much she enjoys 

hopscotch, and pointed out another little girl who 
she thought might be a new friend.  She closed by 
saying, “and we even have the same shoes!”  

First impressions–no matter our age–the exter-
nals give us a lot of information: are they like me 
or different?  Would I like 
to spend time with them 
or not?  How do they act; 
what do they wear; what 
are they doing right now 
that perhaps I do as well?  

The Pharisees were using 
these time-honored tests 
to check out Jesus and the 
disciples–what do they do, 
what do they say, are they 
like us, different, a threat?  

As Father Anthony mentioned last weekend, we 
hope that our outside–what “can be seen by 
others”–witnesses to the values and beliefs we 
hold inside.  Some would call this our authentic-
ity or, perhaps, our integrity.  In our faith lives, our 
actions often are a witness to our faith and some-
times even evangelize or “share the good news” 
with others–without words or a script or a plan of 
salvation per se.  

But what happens when some of those actions 
grow stale?  Jesus in another place talks about salt 
losing its savor.  Often we speak about our liturgical 
prayer being full, active, and conscious.  I admit that 
there are times during Mass or during the routine 
of the week when I am not fully conscious–I am in 
a groove or habit and not thinking about what I am 
doing in the moment–getting ready in the morning, 

feeding the dogs, driving the route to work.  For 
some of the people in our gospel story today, that 
may have been the case.   They had some ritual 
routines which may have become habit for them, 
and while good, perhaps some of the meaning 
behind them had been lost.

Through the years, we can fi nd many ways to 
express the same value (i.e., the value remains but 
the expression grows and changes).   

For Jesus, the sharing of a meal 
was not about purifi cation rites or 
doing everything by the book.  It 
was about sharing life with others–
sitting, eating, visiting.  Our Mass 
is also a time of sharing life with 
our God and one another.  There 
is a brief purifi cation or “peniten-
tial rite” at the beginning, but the 
Eucharistic prayer holds a central 
place.  In some traditions it is 
called the prayer of Thanksgiving.  
It is fi lled with praises of God–in 

the lifting up of our hearts, in offering thanks and 
praise, in the preface which calls to mind God’s 
goodness and graciousness, our response in the 
Holy in calling to mind Jesus’ great act of love in 
giving His life to us in the eucharist.  

My prayer for the young student I met is that she 
enjoys many moments of sharing with her new 
friend–taking turns, saying thanks, sharing life 
beyond the differences she will soon discover, as 
well as learning that there are values and a valuable 
person that go well beyond outside appearances or 
habits that all too soon can dampen the spark of 
the moment and the wonder of discovery.  

Every blessing,

Sr. Peggy



MON  AUGUST 31
8:30am School Mass Church
6:00pm CIC II Brunsman Hall
6:00pm Contemplative Prayer Parish Center Chapel
7:00pm Lectors Church

TUE  SEPTEMBER 1
1:00pm Contemplative Prayer         St. Clare Chapel
7:00pm Tithing Committee  Library

WED    SEPTEMBER 2
5:30pm Welcoming Committee Library
6:00pm Taizé Prayer Church
7:00pm Adult Faith Formation Com. Library

THU SEPTEMBER 3
12:30-2:30pm  Library Hours Library
6:30pm RCIA Brunsman Hall

FRI       SEPTEMBER 4

SAT      SEPTEMBER 5
7:00am Church Cleaning Ministry Church
8:15am Bread Baking Ministry PC Kitchen
9:00am Tai Chi St. Clare Chapel
7:00pm Ramadan Dinner Brunsman Hall

SUN      SEPTEMBER 6
8:30-11:30am  Library Hours Library
11:00am RCIA Neophytes St. Clare Chapel
1:00pm Secular Franciscans Parish Center

WEEK AT A GLANCE

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: 1 Thes 4:13-18; Lk 4:16-30

TUESDAY: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Lk 4:31-37

WEDNESDAY: Col 1:1-8; Lk 4:38-44

THURSDAY: Col 1:9-14; Lk 5:1-11

FRIDAY: Col 1:15-20; Lk 5:33-39 

SATURDAY: Col 1:21-23; Lk 6:1-5

SUNDAY: Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37

Have any of my faith practices 
become more a habit than an 
intentional practice?

WHERE’S THE HOLY WATER???

Many of us who welcome one another at the doors 
of our church are asked this question.  People 

reach to the right and left of the doors, turn around 
and look, somewhat bewildered, seeking a small shell or 
glass bowl with water in it.  We point out the font in the 
middle of our assembly, invite them to go there as they 
come in or encourage them to dip their hands in it and 
make the sign of the cross on the way to communion.  

Some years back, when our church was renovated, we 
decided to move the old font to St. Clare’s Chapel and 
place a new font in the middle of the assembly.  While 
this change may seem radical, it actually is very old in its 
scriptural and liturgical foundations, and those founda-
tions are what inspired our decision.

Our earliest baptisms were those of adults, some who 
were Jewish converts, and some who were Gentile.  Like 
John the Baptist and Jesus, the early disciples and faith 
communities would gather by a river or stream, profess 
their faith, and be immersed in the living waters.  Even 
after the Roman Empire accepted Christianity, and faith 
communities moved from homes to church buildings, the 
place of baptism was often outside or in a separate build-
ing which afforded access to a running stream through a 
deep basin or round font with steps down to the water.  

Baptism is a symbol of our participation in the death and 
resurrected life of Jesus. Upon baptism, the life we live 
is now conjoined to Christ.  Our sins are washed away– 
head to toe.  It is the fi rst sacrament, that of initiation, 
along with confi rmation and Eucharist.  So the font can 
be placed near the entrance of the Church as a reminder 
of our baptism and our entrance into the holy people of 
God.  It is also the sacrament that offers rebirth into the 
family of God– one people, sisters and brothers with one 
another.  So it can be in the midst of the assembly and 
belongs to us all.  

The Second Vatican Council reclaimed and restored im-
mersion baptism, recognition of baptism as our initiation 
into faith, and our shared identity as the Body of Christ.  
Our liturgy and buildings were to refl ect these principles.  
RCIA was restored for adult initiation, and many church-
es carried out the recommendations to provide, fi rst and 
foremost, immersion baptism.  We were also encouraged 
to reduce the number of symbols we had in our places of 
worship, including the multiplication of “fonts.”  

As we share one bread, and one cup, 
we share one common baptism.  It is 
a beautiful symbol of our unity.  When 
we come to the one font, may we be 
reminded of the blessing of our bap-
tism, and our unity with one another. 

Every blessing, 

Sr. Peggy



In June 2009, Brother John Summers, 
OFM, “came home” to Saint Francis 
Friary, where he has lived twice 

before (1990-1996 and 2000-2003). 

John grew up in Long Beach, and earned 
a B.A. in Speech from CSU Long Beach. 

Before becoming a Franciscan friar in 1983, he worked as 
a YMCA program coordinator in 
California, and as a program coordinator and principal of 
an English school at a YMCA in Japan for several years. 

Since becoming a friar, Br. John has earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from the Franciscan School of Theology 
in Berkeley, and his ministry experience has included 
hospital chaplaincy and chaplain education. In the late 
1990s he served as President of the Franciscan order’s 
international mission project in Thailand. From 2003 to 
2009 he was Secretary of the Province of Saint Barbara, 
the seven-state administrative region of the friars in the 
western U.S. 

Brother John currently oversees development and com-
munications efforts for the province, and he is Associate 
Publisher and Editor-in-Chief of The Way of St. Francis, a 
bimonthly magazine dedicated to contemporary Francis-
can themes. He’s an early riser, and you can usually fi nd 
him at the 7:30 Mass on Sundays.

Let’s give Br. John a warm St. Francis welcome!

The origins of the Franciscan reli-
gious habit go back to a wealthy 
cloth merchant’s son who came to 

be known as Saint Francis of Assisi. In his 
day, there were only two social classes, 
the majores (nobility), and the minores 

(peasants), with a growing group of merchants in a middle 
state not yet clearly defi ned. 

As he grew in his devotion to our God who became 
poor to dwell among us, Francis wanted to follow Christ 
in a very concrete way. Francis decided that, in order to 
do this to the fullest, he must live a poor life himself, so 
he adopted the common dress of peasants, a simple tunic 
of unbleached, un-dyed wool. Many peasants also wore a 
hood, and a rope around the waist was handy for keeping 
loose clothing out of the way while working. 

When other men asked to join him in his way of life, 
Francis had them wear peasant clothes, too, and he called 
them fratrum minorum (lesser brothers). When the church 
formally recognized and approved the group, the name 
Ordo Fratrum Minorum, or Order of Friars Minor, became 
offi cial—“OFM” for short. 

—Br. John Summers, OFM • www.thewayofstfrancis.org

FRIAR FACTOR

Br. John has offered to write a column for the bulletin, “Friar 
Factor,” which will be devoted to things Franciscan, from a friar 
point of view. Here is his fi rst offering:

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!

Michael and Helen Tang Cheney

Alejandro and Yolanda Gomez

Linda Hartsough and Cynthia Vogl

Francisco and Susanne Martin

Andrew Nunes and David Rice

Jamie and Daisy Po’oi

Sandra Rodriguez

Elena Rojas • Nelia Villanueva

Our online registration form is working 
again! So if you’ve been waiting to register as a 
parishioner until you could do so online, go to 
http://www.stfrancisparish.com/forms/registra-
tion.html. Many thanks to our webmaster, Ray 
Ibe, for working with our domain host to move 
our website to a new server.

MISSION STATEMENT

St. Francis Parish is a Catholic Christian Community 
building the reign of God.

We value vibrant liturgy and personal prayer 
as a way to worship God and celebrate life

Challenged by the Holy Spirit, we reach 
beyond ourselves to care for our 

neighbors, the poor, the marginalized, 
and those alienated by our Catholic Church.

We respond to the command of Jesus to love 
by welcoming all, evangelizing, 
supporting spiritual growth, 

and being Eucharist to each other.

We aspire to be witnesses and prophets 
advocating for justice in the world 

and in the Church.

We are an inclusive community 
respecting the dignity of all persons 

and supporting the journey of each person.



ST. FRANCIS ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL’S BACK IN SESSION! 
Our fi rst through eighth graders began 
the 2009-10 school year this past 
Monday, August 24. Our TK and 
Kindergarten students start school this 
coming Monday, August 31.  

We welcome back our returning 
students, and welcome our new students 
to the St. Francis Parish community

CATECHUMENATE FOR CHILDREN

If you have a child already in 1st grade or above 
who needs to be Baptized, or in 3rd grade or above 
who needs to prepare for First Communion, please 
contact Georgie Saydak for information about the 
Sacraments of Initiation for older children. 

 YOUTH FAITH FORMATION

Contact: Georgie Saydak, Sundays-Thursdays 
(443-8084 x112 or GeorgieS@stfrancisparish.com)

REGISTRATION FOR FALL

Several classes are already fi lled. 
If you have not yet registerd your 
child(ren), a registration packet is 
available at www.stfrancisparish.com 

–click on the link for Children’s Faith Formation. One 
packet (4 pages) per family, please.  Please return 
completed forms to Georgie Saydak at the Parish 
Center ASAP.

NURSERY

Children ages 6 years and under 
are welcome in the “Little Lambs” 
nursery program, which is staffed by 
volunteer teens and parents during 
the 9:30am Mass in the Assisi Room 
(enter through Brunsman Hall). (No Nursery Sept 6).

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

CLOW is on summer “hiatus” and will resume in 
September, just after Labor Day. No registration is 
required.

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

FOR THOSE CALLED TO ETERNAL LIFE

Elaine Gobbi Reavey

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

FOR THE FAITH COMMUNITY OF 

St. Rose Parish in Sacramento
 (Feast Day:  August 23)

Prayer Request contact: Kay Skonieczny
(443-8084 x111/ KayS@stfrancisparish.com).  

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED

 ST. FRANCIS NEEDS YOUR HELP!

STEP MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! 
Have you been ignoring that 
still small voice? Well, our Step 
Ministry still needs you–NOW! 
We provide a safe, peaceful and 

private place to sleep in the Parish Center courtyard 
for 16 homeless folks from our neighborhood. If you 
would like to serve as a welcoming presence one day 
a week from 6-7:30pm, contact Nora (296-7884). 

ARE YOU A TEACHER 
OR RETIRED TEACHER?   
Third Grade and the 5/6 Grade 
Combination classes still need a co-
catechist to teach with or alternate 
with another catechist (teacher).  

If you are not a professional teacher but feel called 
to work with children and share your faith, please 
call about being a catechist.  Please contact Georgie 
Saydak (443-8084 x112 or georgies@stfrancisparish.
com.  There will be an in-service for all catechists on 
Tuesday, Aug 25 from 6:30 to 8:30pm. 

HELP WITH JUNIOR HIGH   
Would you be willing to serve as 
a team member in a ministry of 
Faith Sharing, Social and Service 
opportunities for our 7th and 8th 
graders? Our young people need 
your time and attention! Please 
contact  Georgie Saydak(georgies@stfrancisparish.
com or 443-8084 x112). 

 



OPPORTUNITIES & INFORMATION

FRANCISCAN PRESENCE 
FOLLOW UP

If you were unable to attend and 
would like to see what you missed, 
the presentation was recorded 
and will be available soon on www.
Franciscan Living.org, the website for 

Sr. Margie’s nonprofi t urban spirituality center. We also 
have a few handouts, which you may pick up at the parish 
center during the week.

During her presentation, Sr. Margie asked participants to 
consider what interferes with our being present to God 
and others and what might help us to meet this challenge.  
Participants worked together to add their responses to 
the “Prayer of St. Francis.” Here are several contributions: 

Where there is hesitation let me bring urgency.
Where there is cruelty let me bring kindness.
Where there is self-neglect let me bring self-care.
Where there is mourning let me bring acceptance.
Where there is apathy let me bring passion.
Where there is loneliness let me bring companionship.
Where there is injustice let me bring action.
Where there is bondage let me bring freedom.

You are welcome to contact Sr. Margie: (718-4797 or 
MargieW@francicanliving.org).

SAVE THE DATE!

CENTENNIAL COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, OCT 4

NOON Mass • followed by Reception

Join with parishioners old and new to mark the closing 
of our 2008 Centennial Year.  Details coming soon!

LIVING IN PALESTINE: WITNESS TO OCCUPATION

Sacramento activist Maggie Coulter shares her recent 
experiences living six months in Palestine and traveling 
in the Middle East. Learn about the challenging situation 
for the people of the West Bank and Gaza. Monday, Sept 
28, 7:00pm at Elk Grove United Methodist Church.. More 
info: (Bob Fossgreen 685-3612 or Bill Myers 6819-6943).

WALK WITH THE WORLD!
Sacramento CROP (Communities 
Responding to Overcome Poverty) 
Hunger Walk: October 11, registration 
at 12:30pm and “step out” at 1:00pm at 

the West steps of the State Capitol. More info: (635-7706 
or vnguyen@churchworldservice.org or www.crop-
walkonline.org). Benefi ts local food banks, Church World 
Service and other international humanitarian agencies. 
Co-sponsored by Sacramento Area Congregations.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Catholic Charities of Sacramento is looking for volun-
teers for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
Program, which helps low-to-moderate income famlies 
fi le tax returns and secure special credits and deduc-
tions for which they are eligible. Services offered free of 
charge. Volunteers are needed to serve as tax assistors, 
site coordinators, screeners and interpreters. Training and 
certifi cation are provided to volunteers. More info: Lupe 
Hernandez (974-5436).

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE WEEKEND

The Beginnning Experience of Sacramento support group is 
offering a special weekend program of healing, hope and 
encouragement for divorced, separated or widowed 
persons of all faiths. Friday-Sunday September 25-27 at 
Our Lady of the Oaks Retreat Center near Applegate. 
More info: (835-2282 or www.sacramentobe.org.

GOOD NEWS FOR OUR DAYS: 
A GOSPEL JOURNEY OF JUSTICE & MERCY

5-Part Series beginning

SUNDAY • SEPT 13

11:00-11:45am • St. Clare Chapel

Welcome to this opportunity to listen, pray and be 
inspired by God's Will in the Gospels. Busy times and 
numerous distractions can divert us from spending time 
with God in meaningful ways. Even for busy people, the 
format of this series provides a valuable approach for a 
dialogue with God. More info: Mary Myrick, Committee 
Chair (536-9753).

St. Francis Peace & Justice Committee presents....



Please place form with cash or check (made out to St. Francis Parish) in the Sunday collection or mail to: 
Ramadan Dinner • St. Francis of Assisi Parish • 1066 26th St. • Sacramento, CA 95816 

Contact:  Kay Skonieczny (916) 443-8084 x111

REGISTRATION FORM: Ramadan Dinner

NAME(S)
               (Please write legibly, so that we can make a place card for each person) 

PHONE                                                   EMAIL

DONATION TO ATTEND:  $25.00 (for each adult or child 14 yrs or older)

Saturday • Sept 5, 2009

7:00pm - 9:30pm
(STARTS PROMPTLY AT 7PM)

Brunsman Hall

Our parish has invited members of the faith com-
munity of SALAM (Sacramento Area League of 
Associated Muslims) to break the Ramadan fast by 
joining us for the Iftar meal after sunset on SEPT 5.

7:00pm  Arrival and seating in Brunsman Hall. • 

7:10pm  Quick overview of the evening’s events.• 

7:18pm  Meal begins at sunset by breaking the  • 
Ramadan fast with dates, fruits, and vegetables.  
Our Muslim guests have invited us to join them 
next for sunset prayer called Maghrib. 

7:45pm  Hearty buffet of traditional meat dishes, • 
rice, salad, bread, and desserts and conversation.

9:30pm  Closing prayer, called • Isha   

A St. Francis of Assisi Parish Building Centennial Celebration Event

RAMADAN
MUSLIM AND CATHOLIC DINNER

St. Francis parishioners 14 years or older wishing to 
attend this evening of prayer and dinner are invited 
to register using the form below. Children under 
the age of 14 will be entertained with cheese pizza 
and a video in the Assisi Room.Their meal is free. 
We now have enough volunteers to help with setup and 
clean up. Thanks for your prompt response!

Seating for parishioners is limited, so make your 
reservation(s) right away!  Reservations are on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Only 9 spaces remain!

FULL!



NAME 1:  NAME 2:
             (Last Name, First Name)                      (Last Name, First Name)  
ADDRESS:
                    (Street  Address) (City, State)                         (Zip Code)

HOME PHONE:  (        )                               WORK PHONE 1: (        )                               WORK PHONE 2: (        )

CELL PHONE:   (        )   E-MAIL (h): E-MAIL (w): 

CHILDREN’S NAMES                                 M/F     DATE OF BIRTH        GRADE

Please place this form in the collection basket or
• MAIL it: 1066 26th St., Sacramento CA 95816
• FAX it: 916-443-7356
• or REGISTER ONLINE:
           www.stfrancisparish.com/membership.htm 

PARISH REGISTRATION/ CONTACT INFO UPDATE FORM

Please use this form to let us know if your information has changed. Thanks! 

MASS YOU ATTEND: [ ] 5:15PM [ ] 7:30AM [ ] 9:30AM [ ] Noon

YOUR DONATIONS TO ST. FRANCIS 
WEEKLY COLLECTION      August 23       $7,292
DIRECT DEPOSIT   August 6,523
      YEAR-TO-DATE (Non-Designated Donations)* $78,267
BUILDING FUND *  August    $6,120
STEP MINISTRY*   August   $1,762
TAIZÉ PRAYER*   August  $282
FRANCIS HOUSE  August $1,467 
FRIARY REWIRING   To Date $33,634

*Includes direct deposit donations to this fund/ ministry for August

Thank You For Your Generosity! 

DIRECT DEPOSIT
Enrollment forms are available in the church literature 
racks, online at www.stfrancisparish.com, and at the par-
ish center).  You may use direct deposit to make 
designated donations to the Building Fund, Step 
Ministry or other parish program of your choice.

PERSONALIZED OFFERING ENVELOPES
To request envelopes, contact Barbara Bucher, Member-
ship Coordinator  (443-8084 x101 or Membership@
stfrancisparish.com).

ST. FRANCIS PARISH CENTER OFFICES:  1066 26th Street, Sacramento, CA  95816   •   PHONE:  916.443.8084    
FAX: 916.443.7356   •    WEBSITE:  www.stfrancisparish.com    •    OFFICE HOURS:  MON-FRI, 9AM-5PM 

ST. FRANCIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  2500 K Street, Sacramento, CA 95816   •   PHONE:  916.442.5494 
   WEBSITE: www.stfranciselem.org   •   OFFICE HOURS:  MON–THUR, 8AM–4PM    •   PRINCIPAL:  Mrs. Laurie Power

PASTOR                                                          Anthony M. Garibaldi, ofm AnthonyG@stfrancisparish.com           x115         
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE Peggy Chambers, omc PeggyC@stfrancisparish.com           x103
DIRECOR OF LITURGY              Deborah Jones DeborahJ@stfrancisparish.com  x110
DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH                        Kay Skonieczny KayS@stfrancisparish.com                   x111
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH FAITH FORMATION Georgie Saydak GeorgieS@stfrancisparish.com              x112
MUSIC DIRECTOR               James Swan, ofm             JamesS@stfrancisparish.com                  x106
ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR     Fran Anderson                     FranA@stfrancisparish.com                 x102
PLANT MANAGER  Joe Prassa                          JoeP@stfrancisparish.com                    x107
RECEPTIONIST Virginia Milton  916.443.8084
OFFICE ASSISTANT Pamela Caballero PamelaC@stfrancisparish.com  x105
BOOKKEEPER   Jacquie Embs JEmbs@stfrancisparish.com  x104                                                                              
INFANT BAPTISM COORDINATOR   Carol Spinella InfantBaptism@stfrancisparish.com  x114
LIBRARY COORDINATOR Pat Pavone Library@stfrancisparish.com
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR Barbara Bucher Membership@stfrancisparish.com           x101
PARISH COUNCIL  Christine Galves, Chair          ParishCouncil@stfrancisparish.com              
RCIA CONTACT  Peggy Chambers, omc  PeggyC@stfrancisparish.com           x103
WEDDING COORDINATOR  Mary Brown                                 Wedding@stfrancisparish.com               x113

IN RESIDENCE AT THE FRIARY:   Larry Dunphy, ofm • Anthony M. Garibaldi, ofm • John Summers, ofm 
  James Swan, ofm

PARISH INFORMATION


